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Designing a Student-Led Assessment

• Inspired by your 
environment
• Inspired by your 
students
• Inspired by deep 
knowledge of subject
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Criteria for Student-Led Assessments

• Demands thoughtful application of knowledge and skills, not 
just recall
• Open-ended; they do not have a “best” answer or a “right 

way” to complete the task
• Establishes authentic contexts for performance 
• Provides an authentic audience and form
• Opportunity to frame challenge, problem, question or idea  
• Opportunity to design approach, identify checkpoints, lead 

conferences/interviews, monitor progress, review work, 
celebrate accomplishments. 
• Includes criteria/rubric(s) targeting distinct traits of 

understanding and successful performance
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TASK AND AUDIENCE
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Value Added
Collaborate to develop and execute an idea that will 
contribute to the aesthetic beauty and health of a place 
or community. This development process includes: 
• survey of the area/neighborhood to determine 

current condition
• interview people who use the space to find out their 

concerns and ideas
• propose and get approval for the project
• develop a plan of action and complete the task

8



Wheelchair Ramp
• Goal: To build a wheelchair ramp for students and visitors with disabilities, at AST.
• Role: You, as part as the improvement committee, have been asked to assist the 

school’s engineer with the budget planning.
• Audience: AST School board
• Situation: Research about ramps and the specific standards they must meet so 

that the users can make their way up. You must investigate the cost of concrete 
and probable suppliers, as well as the materials needed. You will need to visit the 
site where the ramp will be built to obtain the measurements of the area to be 
used and to estimate the amount of concrete needed (volume of the structure).
• Product/Performance and Purpose: Present a proposal to the School board that 

must include the following:
• Design of the ramp (Measurements, Area, Volume)
• Estimate of its cost, including a list of the materials and quantities needed.
• 3D scale model.
• An electronic poster to summarize all your work and findings. 

• Standards (separate rubric) 9
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iLead Job Ideas 
from Rumney 
Memorial, VT

• Primary PE Assistant
• Reading Hero
• Videographer
• Photographer
• School Public Relations Team
• Yearbook Creators
• Sports Reporters
• Media Ninjas
• Earth Heroes

• Chef Assistant
• School Nurse Assistant
• Spanish Assistant
• Music Assistant
• Sign Language Assistant
• Guidance Lesson Assistant
• Math Games Coordinator
• Trail Builders
• Global Education Advocates



Shelburne 
Community 
School



Supporting Students Along the Way

Managing the Project
• Checkpoints
• 1:1 Conferences
• Action Planning Tools

Growing their Thinking
•Checkpoints
•1:1 Conferences
•Reflection Tools



EVALUATION
How is performance 
evaluated on a 
given task using 
criteria? 





Learning Partners in Evaluation

When 
students have
a role in
development 
and 
clarification 
of criteria



It’s personal

You are deeply worried about _________ because the disease or 
condition runs in your family and is affecting a loved one. How do you 
get good information about:
• seriousness of the disease or condition
• preventive measures
• healthy ways of coping 
• providing support to loved ones
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Learning Partners in Evaluation

When students 
have a role at 
the judging 
table…







Changing Roles of Students and Staff

Increasingly more self-directed

Empowered to pursue their own ideas

Building networks and connections to seek out and share expertise

Using an iterative process for developing and taking action on ideas

Reflecting on learning in relation to desired outcomes and/or self knowledge


