
Growing Learning & Learners by Design
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What do you 
think 
personalized 
learning 
really is?
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Turn and Talk



Definition of Personalized Learning

“Personalized learning is a 
progressively student-driven model 

where students deeply engage in 
meaningful, authentic, and rigorous 
challenges to demonstrate desired 

outcomes.”

— Zmuda, Curtis and 
Ullman (2015)
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The heart of 
personalized learning 
is personal —
knowing the person in 
front of you and 
expecting the best of 
them.
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Examine Clarification Tool — what behaviors, attitu
des, dispositions do students need to 

move along the slider?



Studying an Example Using Goal Setting

7



Studying an Example Using Inquiry/Idea Generation: NGSS
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Studying an Example Using Task and 
Audience
• Our 1st and 2nd grade students asked and took action on 

driving questions, “How do people access healthy food?” 
and “How do people access healthy food in our 
community” 

• Learning about food scarcity, how food is typically delivered 
via grocery stores, what it’s like to purchase healthy food 
on a limited budget and how low-income families in our 
community can access healthy food through food pantries.

• In a recent visit to supermarket, they used their simple 
math skills to price out how to get the most for their 
money, collaborating and cooperating with each other to 
buy food for the local food pantry and long-time 
community partner, Friends in Deed. Delivering their 
donations to Friends in Deed and touring the pantry 
capped off an exciting day of exploration and connection to 
community. 9

http://friendsindeedpas.org/fid/


Studying an Example Using Evaluation: Math Problem Solving Rubric
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Studying an Example Using Feedback
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Studying an Example Using Learning Plan: 
Gr. 1 Math
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Studying an 
Example Using

Cumulative 
Demo of 
Learning
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1. Consider which 
1-2 Elements 
you might start 
with

2. Explore 
elements via 
landing page or 
design

3. What are you 
noticing in the 
examples? 
What do you 
wonder about?
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- Structure and Freedom
- Destination and 

Exploration
- Predictability and Risk 

Taking

Challenges to Balance in Design



Project Based Learning
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Taking Action

• Option 1: Design 
Time on Unit
• Option 2: Deep Dive 

into Resources on 
Learning 
Personalized
• Option 3: Your 

Choice
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Option 1: Design Time on a 
Unit

Consult tools as 
needed to 
transform an 
aspect of a given 
unit via 1-2 
personalized 
learning 
elements

18



Option 2: Deep Dive in Learning Personalized

Explore 
interviews, blogs, 
and examples. 
What do you 
notice? What 
inspires you?
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Visit Mentimeter to Clarify Personalized Learning

• Go to 
www.menti.com
• Enter code 40 92 70
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Reflection 

• I used to think … and now I 
think
• An example that helped me 

was…
• The question that is still on 

my mind is…
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