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“Curiosity has its own 
reason for existing. One 
cannot help but be in 
awe when he 
contemplates the 
mysteries of eternity, of 
life, of the marvelous 
structure of reality. It is 
enough if one tries 
merely to comprehend 
a little of the mystery 
every day.” 

— Albert Einstein



Conditions for powerful learning: THE HOW
We can say that people learn well when:

They can learn in their own way and have some degree of choice 
and control.
They use what they already know as they construct new 
knowledge.
They have opportunities for social interaction.

They get helpful feedback.

They acquire and use strategies.



Unbounded Curiosity

“It is our job, alongside the classroom teacher, 
to offer our students today the opportunity to 
think critically and develop personally 
meaningful questions through inquiry-based 
units. It is through such experiences that 
students construct questions to answer that 
they really want to answer, questions that will 
lead them to turning information into 
knowledge, and, subsequently, that knowledge 
in to wisdom for a lifetime.” — Valerie Diggs
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Power of Opportunity 
to Explore
• What if students could 

investigate, imagine, and engage 
in rich topics, texts and 
challenges?
• How might the Library Media 

Specialist support their 
endeavors?



Power of Opportunity to 
Create
•What if students could build and 

refine ideas using library resources 
(e.g., time, physical space, 
materials)?
• How might the Library Media 

Specialist support their 
endeavors?



Power of Opportunity to 
Network
•What if students could engage 

with others within and beyond 
school walls to seek out and share 
expertise?
• How might the Library Media 

Specialist support their 
endeavors?



Use these criteria to continue to imagine 
opportunities

Placed: it reaches, and has relevance to, students in the space that they inhabit, 
connecting with the student’s family/community and interests outside school

Purposeful: it absorbs the student in actions of practical or intellectual value, 
fosters a sense of value and agency, and invites students to behave as professionals

Pervasive: it extends beyond examinations, is supported by family and peers, and 
can be extended through independent (and inter-dependent) informal learning

Principled: it appeals to the student’s passions or moral purpose—it matters to 
students


